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AN ORDINANCE FOR ANIMAL CONTROL WITHIN THE CITY OF SKIDMORE, MISSOURI
AND THEREFORE ENACTING A NEW ORDINANCE IN LIEU THEREOF BE IT ORDAINED BY
THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF SKIDMORE, MISSOURI AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 100.10: ANIMAL ABUSE
No person shall willfully, maliciously, or cruelly kill, maim, wound, beat, torture, overwork or impound
without food, water, shelter and/or shade and adequate space to exercise any animal belonging to
himself or another. Any person convicted of animal abuse is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable as set
out by State Statute RSMO 578.009 and this Ordinance.

SECTION 100.20: RABIES VACCINATION AND LICENSE REOUIRED
All dogs being kept within the City at the time that they reach six (6) months ofage shall be vaccinated
within thirty (30) days after they reach such age. Unvaccinated dogs over six (6) months of age
acquired or moved into the City must be vaccinated within thirly (30) days after such acquisition or
arrival. Every dog that has been vaccinated shall thereafter be re-vaccinated per instructions ofa
veterinarian. The license fee will be as follows:
Male (sexed or neutered) $15.00
Female (spayed) $ 15.00
Female (sexed) $35.00

SECTION 100.30: LEASHING REOUIREMENTS
It shall be unlawful for any person or persons owning, controlling, harboring, possessing, or having the
management or care, in whole or in part, ofany dog, to permit such dog to run at large in the City. To
this Section, every dog when on any street, alley, or other public place in the City, or when on private
property within the City, is not attached to a leash, the other end of which is not securely held, or is not
so confined as to prevent its straying from the premises, shall be deemed to be running at large, unless
the animal is in a fenced-in area that is at least four leet high, secured by a tie-out on private property, or
contained within an invisible fence system designed to prevent the animal from leaving the designated
area.

SECTION 100.40: IMPOI,\{DING DOGS
It shall be the duty ofthe Mayor or the Board of Aldermen and/or any person designated by the Mayor
or the Board of Aldermen to take up and impound any dog found within the City to be rururing at large
contrary to this provisions of the Ordinance. Impound will be at the New Nodaway County Humane
Society.

SECTION 100.50: COSTS TO BE PAID TO TIIE CITY
Al1 dogs taken up and impounded because of a violation of this ordinance may be redeemed by the
owner or person entitled thereto upon the following conditions:

There shall be paid to the City, a $25 per day boarding fee that would cover the expense oftransporting,
impounding, and keeping of said dog. The owner will also be responsible for paying any veterinarian's
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fees incurred in the keeping or care of said dog and of all expenses of vaccination and licensing of said

dog before the said dog is released to the owner.
a. If animal control is needed for pick up between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., an
additional fee of$25 will be assessed to the owner of the dog.

1. In the event the owner or person entitled to such dog is a resident ofthe City, the dog shall
have a cunent city license tag attached to a collar upon said dog. If said dog does not have a

current city license tag, the owner or person entitled to said dog must purchase one before the
dog is released to said owner or person entitled to said dog.

2. In the event the owner or person entitled to such dog is not a resident ofthe City, he or she
shall be required to have the dog immunized against rabies.

SECTION 100.60: TRANSFER OF DOGS
Dogs will be immediately transported to the NEW NODAWAY HUMANE SOCIETY with all fines
responsible by the owner.

SECTION 100.70: KEEPNG OF ANIMALS
Animals must be well kept and confined to a fenced in enclosure and/or yard and/or house with no
visible signs ofneglect. No person shall keep, allow, or permit to be kept on any premises occupied by
himArer or under his/her charge and control any animal or animals or fowl in a pen or other enclosure of
any kind, under such condition that an offensive or noxious smell or odor shall arise from to the injury,
annoyance, or inconvenience of any inhabitant of the neighborhood.

SECTION 100.80-A.: Number of Animals Permitted- No person or occupant of a dwelling unit shall
possess or keep more than what is pernitted below without written permission of the Board of
Aldermen.

1. up to 6 dogs or cats total of any sex, provided they are all over 6 months old
2. Chickens and domestic fowl are to be kept in a pen to prevent them from leaving the owner's

premises. The combined number of the a fore mentioned birds may not exceed twenty (20).
3. No more than 5 rabbits ofeither sex on any parcel ofland.
4. Livestock-No person shall keep more than 1 cow, 1 cow/calf pair, 1 bull, 1jack, l jenny,

t horse (any sex), 3 goat, 3 sheep, or any combination of such livestock in an outdoor
enclosure or pasture, unless such enclosure or pasture shall have an arca of 1/2 acre of land or
21,780 square feet for each mentioned quantity of such livestock.

5. Swine- No person or persons, f,rrm, or corporation shall keep swine of any kind within the
city limits.

6. Any exotic animal must be approved by the Board of Aldermen.



SECTION 100.90: CONFINEMENT OF ANIMALS
It shall be the duty of any person appointed by the Board ofAldermen for that purpose to take up and
impound at the New Nodaway County Humane Society all dogs found within the City limits without a
license as herein provided.

1 . Every female dog in heat shall be confined in a building or secure enclosure in such a manner
that such female dog cannot come into contact with another animal except for planned
breeding purposes.

2. Any animal that bites a person shall be confined and quarantined as provided by the Laws of
the State of Missouri and the owner of said animal shal1 be responsible for the costs ofthe
confinement during the quarantine period and for any veterinary expenses.

SECTION I 00.1 00: PENALT'Y
Any person or persons who violate this Ordinance shall be guilty ofa misdemeanor and shall be subject
to a fine ofnot more than $500 or ajail term of90 days or both for each violation. Each day ofviolation
shall be deemed a separate offense.

1. A formal letter will be drafted and issued to the owner of the animal. The owner will be required
to respond to the notice within seven (7) days ofreceipt on how the issue will be resolved.

2. 7f the owner does not comply by the deadline, the following actions may occur:
a. Fines as outlined in this ordinance.
b. Impounding of the animal at the discretion of the mayor and./or code enforcer.
c. Issuance of a court summons, with the owner responsible for all court costs and fines.
d. Any combination ofthe above, as determined by the Mayor and/or Code Enforcement officer

deems appropriate.

SECTION 100.110: HARMFUL DOGS TO BE DESTROYED
Ifany fierce, vicious, or daagerous dog is found running at large in the City and cannot be safely taken
up and impounded, then said dog shall be slain by a person appointed by the Board of Aldermen for that
purpose.

SECTION 100.120: BARKING OR VICIOUS DOGS
No person shall own, keep, or harbor within the City, any dog that is prone to loud and frequent or
habitual barking; yelping, or howling; is an annoyance to the peace of the neighborhood or any
dangerous or vicious dog, without said dog being properly muzzled.

a. If any dog bites or attacks a human, said dog is to be removed from the city limits of Skidmore
immediately by animal control authority or by the county sheriff. This is according to RSMO
578.024, section 4.

SECTION 100.130: QUARANTINE OF ANIMALS
Any person who owns or controls any animal that bites a person or that acts in a suspicious manner
suggesting rabies, shall notifr the mayor of the name and address of the person bitten; and upon the
order ofthe mayor or his4rer duly aulhorized representative, shall place said animal in an animal shelter
operated by a veterinarian for a 1O-day period of quarantine for observation for rabies. Said quarantined



animal shall be kept from contact with any other animal or person in such a mannet that neither a person

nor an animal can be bitten during such period of observation.
No person shall kill or cause to be killed an animal suspected ofbeing rabid, except when necessary to
protect the safety ofpersons or other animals or to affect the capture ofsuch animal.
If a veterinarian diagnoses rabies in a quarantined animal, then the animal shall be humanely killed and
the head of said animal shall be sent to a laboratory for pathological examination and confirmation of
the diagnosis. Upon being advised of a confirmed diagnosis of rabies, the veterinarian shall be required
to notifu the mayor or his/her duly authorized representative of said rabies diagnosis, who shall notif!
the person bitten and the owner ofthe animal of said diagnosis.
The cost of the confinement ofany animal as in this section provided and any laboratory tests that may

be required shall be the expense of the person who owns or has control of said animal.
If, after the period ofobservation of said animal, and it is determined that said animal is not rabid, said
animal shall be released to the person who owns or controls said animal, upon payment by said person
of al1 costs of confinement of said animal.

Aye: ft]

Nay:

Mayor Teresa Carter

City Clerk Sadie McHugh

SECTION 100.140: this ordinance will have RSMO 578.024 ail 578.009 attached.

SECTION 100.150: This ordinance repeals Ordinance #Animal-2024 and any other ordinance or parts
of an ordinance that was previously passed for these purposes.

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage.

Passed and adopted by the City Council of Skidmore, Missouri on this I Lr day of e.l]i|lj:cl_ 2024

This ordinance was put to a roll call vote. The results of the vote were:
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1018124. 1143 AM Missouri Revisor of Statutes - Revised Stalutes of Missouri, RSMo Section 578.024

possessor is not guilty of any crime specified under this section or section 273.036, and is
not civilly liable under this section or section 273.036, nor shall such dog be destroyed as

provided in subsection 3 of this sectiory nor shall such person engaged in or attempting
to engage in a criminal activity at the time of the attack be entitled to the defenses set

forth in section 273.033. For purposes of this section "criminal activity" shall not include
the act of trespass upon private property under section 569.150 as long as the trespasser
does not otherwise engage iry attempt to engage in, or have intent to engage in other
criminal activity nor shall it include any trespass upon private property by a person
under the age of twelve under section 569.140.

(L. 2009 H.8.62, A.L.2014 S.B. 491)

Effective l-01,-17

---- end of effective 01 Jan 2OU ----
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* Words v 'lst search term or section n And rz 2nd search term A El
Tith )oo(vul CRIMES AND PUNISHMENT; PEACE OFFICERS AND PUBLIC DEFENDERS

Chapter 578

578.024. Keeping a dangerous dog - penalties. - 1. A person commits the offense

of keeping a dangerous dog if he or she owns or possesses a dog that has previously
bitten a person or a domestic animal without provocation and that dog bites any person
on a subsequent occasion.

2. The offense of keeping a dangerous dog is a class B misdemeanor, unless such

attack:

(1) Results in serious injury to any person, in which case, it is a class A misdemeanor;

or

(2) Results in serious injury to any person and any previous attack also resulted in
serious injury to any persorL in which case, it is a class E felony; or

(3) Results in the death of any person, in which case, it is a class D felony.

3. In addition to the penalty included in subsection 2 of this section, if any dog that

has previously bitten a person or a domestic animal without provocation bites any

person on a subsequent occasion or if a dog that has not previously bitten a Person
attacks and causes serious injury to or the death of any humary the dog shall be seized

immediately by an animal control authority or by the county sheriff. The dog shall be

impounded and held for ten business days after the owner or possessor is Siven written
notification and thereafter destroyed.

4. The owner or possessor of the dog that has been impounded may file a written

appeal to the circuit court to contest the impoundment and destruction of such dog. The

o\{Trer or possessor shall provide notice of the filing of the appeal to the animal control

authority or county sheriff who seized the dog. If the owner or Possessor files such an

appeal and provides proper notice, the dog shall remain impounded and shall not be

destroyed while such appeal is pending and until the court issues an order for the

destruction of the dog. The court shall hold a disposition hearing within thirty days of

the filing of the appeal to determine whether such dog shall be humanely destroyed. The

court may order the owner or possessor of the dog to pay the costs associated with the

animal's keeping and care during the pending appeal.

5. Notwithstanding any provision of sections 273.033 and273.036, section 578.022 and

this section to the contrary, rf a dog attacks or bites a Person who is engaged in or

attempting to engage in a criminal activity at the time of the attacl the owner or

https://revisor.mo.gov/main/Onesection.aspx?section=578.024#:-lext=The offense of keeping a dangerous dog is,case%2c it is a class E felony%3B or 113
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n Words w 1st search term or section nr And ! 2nd search term ;{ E
Title )oOUIu CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTT PEACE oFFICERS AND PUBLIC DEFENDERS

Chapter 578

578.009. Animal neglect - penalties. - 1. A person commits the offense of animal
neglect if he or she:

(1) Has custody or ownership of an animal and fails to provide adequate care; or

(2) Knowingly abandons an animal in any place without making provisions for its
adequate care.

2. The offense of animal neglect is a class C misdemeanor unless the person has

previously been found guilty of an offense under this sectiory or an offense in another
jurisdiction which would constitute an offense under this section, in which case it is a

class B misdemeanor.

3. All fines and penalties for a first finding of guilt under this section may be waived
by the court if the person found guilty of animal neglect shows that adequate, permanent
remedies for the neglect have been made. Reasonable costs incurred for the care and

maintenance of neglected animals may not be waived. This section shall not apply to the

provisions of section 578.007 or chapter 272.

4. In addition to any other penalty imposed by this section, the court may order a

person found guilty of animal neglect to pay all reasonable costs and expenses necessary

for:

(1) The care and maintenance of neglected animals within the person's custody or

ownership;

(2) The disposal of any dead or diseased animals within the person's custody or

ownership;

(3) The reduction of resulting organic debris affecting the immediate area of the

neglect; and

(4) The avoidance or minimization of any public health risks created by the neglect of
the animals.

(L. 1983 S.B. 211 S 3, A.L. 19945.8.545, A.L. 1998 S.B. 596, A.L.2013 S.B. 9, A.L.201.45.8.
4et)

Effective 1-01-17

---- end of effective 01 Jan 2017 ----


